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of the Bourbon policy to contend against Austria in all
directions, to shatter her power and undermine her influence.
This is no longer the case. Wherever France formerly
encountered the Hapsburg Empire in her path she now
comes into collision with Prussia. Prussia aims at the
political and military unification of Germany \ Napoleonic
France, therefore, is called upon to advance in every
direction against Prussia and on behalf of Germany."
Napoleon instructed his Minister to take action in con-
formity with this view of the matter j and, whilst he himself
was striving to contract an alliance with Prussia, he took
care to keep the alternative of a compact with Vienna open,
should his endeavours at Berlin fail. Should the Austrians
prove victorious, he thought he saw his way to make an
arrangement with Prussia upon terms favourable to France.
Should Prussia gain the day, he could plead Austria's
cause, and at least be sure of taking a hand in the
diplomatic rubber. Meanwhile he was in a position to
cause all manner of hindrances to prudish Prussia. The
Franco-Austrian negotiations were somewhat spun out, and
only led to an understanding after Bismarck had rejected
Napoleon's proposals in May. It was,, then that France
pledged herself to remain absolutely neutral, in the case of
an Austro-Prussia war, and to do her best to keep the
Italians from taking part in the struggle. On her part
Austria promised, should her arms triumph, to cede
Venetia to France in case Italy should participate in the
war and be beaten; not to alter the status quo ante bdlum
as far as Lombardy was concerned j and finally, to obtain
France's consent, when peace should be made, before
accepting any territorial change that might upset European
equilibrium. The advantages accruing to Napoleon through
these conditions are obvious; he might eventually put